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1
INDUCTION COMPONENT

The invention relates to an induction component com-
prising a coil, which has a coil winding and a coil core, and
also comprising a housing which forms a casing of the coil
and has a housing lower part.

Induction components of this type are known. Here, for
the properties of the induction component, it is important
that an air gap between the coil core and casing is observed
in a precise manner.

With a known induction component, the coil core, which
has a flange at each of its two ends, and the casing are
arranged in an outer plastic housing, which has positioning
means both for the coil core and for the casing. An accurate
positioning between the two parts of the coil can thus be
produced and the observance of an air gap ensured (DE 10
2007 063 170 Al).

The object of the invention is to create an induction
component that is suitable in particular for automatic instal-
lation.

To achieve this object, the invention proposes an induc-
tion component having the features specified in claim 1.
Refinements of the invention are disclosed by dependent
claims.

The induction component, within the housing, thus con-
tains a holder for the coil core. The holder is formed such
that the coil core is held non-displaceably at least in its own
longitudinal direction. It is thus ensured that the gap between
the end surfaces of the core of the coil and the adjacent parts
of the inner face of the housing is kept constant.

The holder arranged within the housing forming the
casing renders superfluous an outer housing serving only for
positioning.

In a refinement of the invention, the holder, for each end
of'the coil core, may have a bearing block with a bearing rest
for the respective end region of the coil core. An engagement
at the end regions of the coil core is expedient, since the
middle region of the coil core then remains free for the
winding of the coil.

In a further embodiment of the invention, the bearing rest
of the bearing block has an upwardly open cavity. This
cavity preferably has a curvature, which corresponds to the
diameter of the coil core. The coil core is thus arranged in
this cavity so as also to be secured against a displacement
transverse to the longitudinal axis.

In accordance with a further feature of the invention, the
bearing block, at the end arranged closer to the inner face of
the wall of the housing, may have a transverse rib, which
runs parallel to the wall of the housing and therefore
perpendicular to the end surface of the coil core and against
which this end surface comes to rest when the coil core is
inserted into its holder. Here, the transverse rib only needs
to engage a part of the end surface, since this is completely
sufficient for axial fixing. The majority of the end surface of
the coil core may thus remain free, such that a genuine air
gap is formed between the end surface and the housing.

If, for certain reasons, it is desirable for no air gap to be
provided, but a gap filled by the material of the transverse
rib, this can also be achieved by an appropriate size of the
transverse rib.

In another refinement of the invention, the bearing rest
may be conical. The conicity can be used to center the coil
core. In particular, the conicity of the bearing rest may
correspond to a bevel provided at the end of the coil core.

In a further embodiment of the invention, the outer face
of the bearing block may bear in a planar manner against the
inner face of the housing.
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The thickness of the transverse rib measured in the axial
direction of the coil core may correspond to the dimensions
of the air gap.

In a refinement, the invention proposes assembling the
housing from a hood-like upper part and a base. Here, the
upper part may have a cuboid shape in particular.

In accordance with the invention, the holder for the coil
core may be arranged on the base, in particular integrally
formed on the base. The assembly of the induction compo-
nent can thus be particularly simple, since the coil with core
is firstly inserted into the holder of the base of the housing,
before the upper part is then fitted onto the base and
connected thereto.

In accordance with the invention, the housing upper part
may consist of magnetically conductive material, wherein
the housing upper part is preferably formed in one piece.

The base, which may also be used for attachment of the
holder for the coil core, preferably consists of non-conduc-
tive material, in particular plastic.

The housing, and therefore the induction component, is to
be secured using SMD technology. The contact elements
provided externally on the housing base of the housing are
connected to electrodes provided inside the housing or are
formed integrally with said electrodes. The ends of the coil
winding are attached, in particular welded, to the electrodes
inside the housing.

It has proven to be expedient to arrange the electrodes
parallel to the walls of the housing, wherein, in particular,
they have a flat contact surface for the end region of the coil
winding. Here, the connection is preferably made to the
lateral surfaces of the ends of the wire winding. A large
connection surface is thus available, which is also resistant
to greater forces, and therefore a stable connection is pro-
vided between the coil winding and the contact surfaces on
the outer face of the induction component.

For particularly simple and expedient installation, the
base of the housing may have a rectangular shape, wherein
the corners of the rectangle are chamfered. Accordingly, the
housing upper part, on its end edge at the corners, may have
protrusions which are complementary to the chamfered
corners of the base part. In the event of assembly, the end
edge of the upper part may then lie in the same plane as the
outer face of the base part.

In another refinement of the invention, the base, on its
upper face directed toward the inside of the housing, in the
region of the chamfered corners, may have inclined surfaces
falling outwardly, with which inclined surfaces of identical
inclination formed on the inner face of the protrusions of the
housing upper part cooperate. The two parts forming the
housing are thus practically automatically aligned and cen-
tered when the housing is assembled.

The invention likewise proposes a method for installing
an induction component, as has been described herein. Here,
the coil is firstly wound as an air-core coil and its ends are
provided with solder. The coil is then slid onto the coil core,
or the coil core is slid into the coil. The coil is then placed
onto the bearing blocks, wherein the end surfaces of the coil
core bear against the transverse ribs. The wire ends of the
coil winding are then welded to the upwardly protruding
electrodes.

Glue is then injected into the housing upper part and the
housing upper part is connected to the housing base. Once
the glue has cured, the induction component is finished.

Further features, details and advantages of the invention
will emerge from the claims and the abstract, of which the
wording is incorporated by reference into the content of the
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description, from the following description of preferred
embodiments of the invention, and with reference to the
drawing, in which:

FIG. 1 shows a Perspective view from beneath a finished
induction component according to the invention;

FIG. 2 shows a perspective plan view of a housing base;

FIG. 3 shows a perspective view of the housing upper part
diagonally from beneath;

FIG. 4 shows a longitudinal section through the housing
base;

FIG. 5 shows a longitudinal section through the housing
base with inserted coil core;

FIG. 6 shows a perspective view of the arrangement in
FIG. 5;

FIG. 7 shows an illustration, corresponding to FIG. 6, of
a modified arrangement of a coil in the housing base.

FIG. 1 shows a perspective view from beneath an induc-
tion component according to the invention. The induction
component contains a housing having a hood like upper part
1, which approximately has the shape of a cuboid. The
cuboid is completely closed, with the exception of the lower
face. A housing base 2, which closes the open end face of the
upper part 1, also belongs to the housing. On the lower face
of the housing base 2, two solder pads 3 can be seen, by
means of which the induction component is secured on a
printed circuit board using SMD technology. The corners of
the base 2 are chamfered, such that edges 4 running in an
inclined manner are formed there. These side edges 4 of the
base running at an incline correspond to protrusions 5 on the
end face of the housing upper part 1. The lower face of the
protrusions 5 thus lies in the same plane as the lower face of
the base 2. In the region of the sides of the base 2, the end
edge of the housing upper part 1 rests on the upper face of
the housing base 2.

The open side of the housing upper part 1 is also clear
from FIG. 3, to which reference is now made. Here, it can
be seen in particular that the protrusions 5 at the corners of
the open side of the housing upper part 1 actually protrude
with respect to the end edge 6 of the housing upper part 1.
The end edge 6 lies between the protrusions 5 in one plane.
In the assembled state, the end edge 6 lies between the
protrusions on the upper face of the housing base 2. The
inwardly directed side surfaces 7 of the protrusions 5 run at
an incline in planes that converge in the direction of the
closed side opposite the open side of the housing upper part
1.

FIG. 2 now shows the perspective plan view of a housing
base 2. The inclined surfaces 4 already mentioned can also
be seen here. It can be seen from FIG. 2 that the upper face
8, which is flat per se, of the housing base 2, in the region
of the chamfered corners, has inclined surfaces 9 falling
outwardly at an incline. These inclined surfaces 9 corre-
spond in terms of their arrangement and size to the inclined
surfaces 7 on the inner face of the protrusions 5 of the
housing upper part 1.

Two bearing blocks 10 are integrally formed on the upper
face 8 of the housing base 2 and have the form of a
cuboid-shaped pillar having parallel side walls. The upper
face of the bearing blocks 10 forms a cavity 11, which is
delimited in each case by a rib 13 in the direction of the outer
surfaces 12 facing away from one another. The inner face of
the rib 13 is flat and runs parallel to the outer surface 12,
which is also flat, of each bearing block 10.

As can also be deduced from the perspective illustration
in FIG. 2, the cavities 11 run on the upper face of the bearing
blocks 10 in a manner falling inwardly.
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The solder pads 3 mentioned with reference to FIG. 1
continue on the upper face 8 of the housing base 2 into
electrodes 14, which have a branch 14« resting on the upper
face. In the region of the outer face, the electrode is bent
upwardly and there forms a contact surface 15, which is flat
and runs perpendicular to the upper face 8 of the housing
base 2.

The extension pointing upwardly, that is to say away from
the upper face 8 of the housing base 2, of the contact surface
15 of the electrodes 14 in the illustrated example reaches
almost as far as the cavity 11 and may also be formed so as
to be longer. This surface 15 is available for contacting with
the ends of the coil winding.

A longitudinal section through the housing base 2 is
illustrated in FIG. 4. Here, the mirrored arrangement of the
two bearing blocks 10 can be seen in particular. Their outer
faces 12 run perpendicular to the lower face of the housing
base 2. The inner faces 16 also run perpendicular to the
housing base 2 and therefore parallel to one another. Both
bearing blocks 10 are of equal height.

The incline of the cavities 11 corresponds approximately
to a bevel 17 at the end of a coil core 18, which belongs to
the coil arranged in the induction component according to
the invention.

Whereas FIG. 4 shows the longitudinal section through
the housing base 2, FIG. 5 shows an identical longitudinal
section, wherein the coil however is now already inserted in
the housing base 2. The coil contains a cylindrical coil core
18 having two flat end surfaces 19 running perpendicular to
the longitudinal axis of the coil core 18 and therefore parallel
to one another. The coil core 18 is surrounded by a coil
winding 20. The coil winding 20 leaves free the two ends of
the coil core 18, such that the coil core 18 can be inserted
into the two bearing blocks 10. The bevel 17 rests in the
cavities 11, and the end surfaces 19 bear against the inner
face of the ribs 13. Since the curvature of the cavities 11 is
adapted to the diameter of the coil core 18, the coil is
therefore fixed both in the direction of its own axis and in the
direction perpendicular to the drawing plane of FIG. 5. Once
the housing upper part 1 has been slid onto the housing base
2, a defined, constant air gap thus exists between the two end
faces 19 and the adjacent regions of the wall of the housing
upper part 1.

The wire ends 21 of the coil winding 20 are guided
downwardly in a straight line at the end of the coil winding
and are welded to the contact surfaces 15 of the electrodes
14. This is indicated in FIG. 5 at the wire end 21 arranged
behind the drawing plane.

FIG. 6 now shows a perspective view of the arrangement
of the coil on the housing base 2. The front wire end 22 of
the coil winding 20 is guided downward as far as the
electrode 14 and is welded to the contact surface 15. The
connection between the wire 22 and the contact surface 15
is thus formed on the lateral surface of the wire of the coil
winding 20, said wire being cylindrical in the end region. By
applying a holding force by the electrode holders, the wire
ends are deformed elliptically. A tolerance gap is provided
between the front wire end 22 and the branch 14a of the
electrode 14 resting on the upper face of the housing base 2.
It can also be deduced from FIG. 6 that the contact surface
could be increased, by extending the electrode in a direction
perpendicular to the housing base 2.

FIG. 7 shows such a possibility, in which the upwardly
directed parts of the electrodes are guided further upwardly
with the contact surface 15 formed on its inner face. In
addition, they are supported outwardly by corresponding
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angle supports 23, which are formed integrally with the
bearing blocks 10. In this case, the wire ends 22, 21 can be
directed upwardly.

By welding the wire ends 21, 22 to the contact surfaces 15
of the electrodes 14, the coil is therefore also fixed in the
third dimension.

Once the wire ends 22 have been connected to the contact
surfaces 15, the housing upper part 1, which was provided
beforehand with glue at least on its end surfaces 6, is fitted
onto the housing base 2. The inner face of the walls of the
housing upper part 1 rest on the outer faces 12 of the bearing
blocks 10. A gap thickness is thus defined which corresponds
to the thickness of the ribs 13.

Due to the large contact surface between the contact
surfaces 15 of the electrodes 14 and the wire ends 21, 22 of
the coil winding 20, sufficiently large pull-out forces are
enabled, such that the induction component forms a stable
unit.

The invention claimed is:

1. An induction component, comprising

a coil core (18) having a coil winding (20) and two end

surfaces (19),
a housing surrounding the coil,
a holder for the coil core (18), said holder being arranged
in the housing, having a bearing block (10) including
a conical bearing rest for each respective end region of
the coil core (18), the conical bearing rests each
including an upwardly open cavity (11) having a
curvature corresponding to the diameter of the coil
core (18), and
arib (13) defining the conical bearing rest and engaging
the end surface (19) of the coil core (18); and

the coil core (18) being held in the holder non-displace-

ably in the longitudinal direction, and also comprising

a distance, forming a gap, between the end surfaces
(19) of the coil core (18) and the inner face of the
housing in the region opposite the end surfaces (19)
of the coil core (18).

2. The induction component as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the outer face (12) of the bearing block (10) bears
in a planar manner against the inner face of the housing.

3. The induction component as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the housing has a hood-like upper part (1) with a
housing base (2).
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4. The induction component as claimed in claim 3,
wherein the holder is arranged on the housing base (2), in
particular is formed integrally on the housing base (2).

5. The induction component as claimed in claim 3,
wherein the housing upper part (1) consists of magnetically
conductive material and the housing base (2) consists of
non-conductive material.

6. The induction component as claimed in claim 1,
comprising electrodes (14) arranged on the inner face of the
housing for connection to the ends (21, 22) of the coil
winding (20).

7. The induction component as claimed in claim 6,
wherein the electrodes run parallel to the walls of the
housing and have a flat contact surface (15) for the end
region of the coil winding, wherein the ends (21, 22) of the
coil winding (20) are preferably welded via their lateral
surfaces to the electrodes.

8. The induction component as claimed in claim 3,
wherein the housing base (2) has a rectangular shape with
chamfered corners and the housing upper part (1) has
protrusions (5) on its end edge (6), said protrusions being
formed in a manner complementary to these chamfered
corners.

9. The induction component as claimed in claim 3,
wherein the housing base (2), on its upper face (8) in the
region of the chamfered corners, has inclined surfaces (9)
falling outwardly, with which inclined surfaces (7) formed
on the inner face of the protrusions (5) of the housing upper
part (1) cooperate.

10. A method for installing an induction component as
claimed in claim 1, comprising the following method steps:

a coil is wound and the wire ends (21, 22) are wetted with
solder,

the coil is slid onto the coil core (18),
the coil core (18) is placed onto the bearing blocks (10),

the ends of the coil winding (20) are welded to electrodes
of the housing base (2),

glue is injected into the housing upper part (1),
the housing base (2) is connected to the upper part (1),
the glue is left to cure.
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